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Foreword
Welcome to the Fifth Special Issue of Theoretical Computer Science devoted to
research from Australasia. This series began as a way of publishing selected papers
from Computing: The Australasian Theory Symposium, which is held annually as
part of the Australasian Computer Science Week federation of conferences. Preliminary
versions of the articles in this issue appeared in the proceedings of CATS 2001, which
were published as volume 42 of Electronic Notes in Theoretical Computer Science.
Of the 16 papers originally presented at CATS 2001, six were chosen for consi-
deration for this Special Issue and these were joined by four additional submissions.
Following further reviews, the four articles herein were ultimately selected.
As in previous Australasian Special Issues, a wide variety of topics is represented.
The presence of La Torre and Napoli’s article on automata theory reminds us that
although CATS is nominally dedicated to research from the Australasian region, the
conference attracts submissions from all over the world. McIver and Morgan present a
continuation of their impressive work on reasoning about probabilistic systems. Saun-
ders and Takaoka address an elegant problem in graph theory. Finally, Schachte looks
at the semantics of logic programs.
Many people deserve praise for helping with this Special Issue. The e6orts of the
Programme Committee and additional reviewers for the CATS 2001 conference ensured
that there was a good selection of papers to begin with. The papers considered for the
Special Issue then went through another round of reviews. My thanks go to Bruno
Blanchet, Anthony Bloesch, Michael Butler, Jen Davoren, George Fernandez, Maria
Garc<=a de la Banda, Lindsay Groves, Ian Hayes, Philip Kilby, Je6 Kingston, Salvatore
La Torre, Karl Lermer, Xue Li, Heiko Mantel, Carron Shankland, Graeme Smith, and
Paul Strooper for reviewing what were often long and diAcult manuscripts. Finally,
Don Sannella provided much helpful editorial advice.
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